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Roundtable focuses on access to food 
for students in tertiary institutions 

The Socio-economic Rights Project 
hosted a roundtable on access to food for 
students in tertiary institutions in South 
Africa on the 5th of October 2017. It looked 
at issues to be addressed from a first-hand 
perspective, as well as possible solutions 
going forward relating to access to food for 
tertiary students.

The roundtable was an exploratory 
meeting which probed the issues as well 
as served as a platform for gaining buy in 
of proposed partners for SERP’s ‘Access to 
Food for Students’ Project.’

Participants at the roundtable were in 
agreement that this was an area requiring 
urgent intervention by all stakeholders. The 
need for coordination at national levels to 
ensure proper accountability mechanisms 
were in place was reiterated. 

Civil society participation on the right 
to food in South Africa remained apathetic, 
despite the right being constitutionally 
guaranteed. Participants opined that this 
presented an opportunity for civil society 
to lead the campaign on this constitutionally 
guaranteed right as well as an opportunity 
for strategic impact litigation on the right to 
food.

This roundtable was attended by lawyers, 
economists, public health practitioners, 
food security experts, NGOs, government 
department representatives, chapter nine 
institutions, researchers, academics and 
student representatives.

The Role of National Human Rights In-
stitutions in Advancing Sexual and Re-
productive Health in East and South-
ern Africa

Sexual and reproductive health is a 
fundamental human right as well as human 
development issue that states must strive to 
fulfil. It is guaranteed in various international 
and regional human rights instruments as well 
as national laws and policies. This was true at 
the recent Regional Colloquium on The Role 
of National Human Rights Institutions in 
Advancing Sexual and Reproductive Health 
Rights in East and Southern Africa Regions.

The Regional Colloquium, which took place 
on 19 – 20 October 2017 in Johannesburg, 
was organised by Dullar Omar Institute in 
conjunction with the Kenya Legal and Ethical 
Issues Network on HIV and AIDS (KELIN).

Participants acknowledged that while 
issues relating to sexual and reproductive 
health and rights remain contested in many 
parts of the world including Africa, however, 
recent developments such as: the adoption 
of the Maputo Protocol; resolutions, general 
comments and communications by the 
African Commission; adoption of SADC 
Gender Protocol; Model laws on HIV and 
child marriage; and the EAC HIV and AIDS 
Prevention and Management Act, provide 
great opportunities to further advance the 
SRHR of women in EAC and SADC regions.

While there are no specific human rights 
instruments dedicated to the advancement 
of sexual and reproductive health.

of sexual and reproductive rights under 
international law, various human rights 
instruments recognise in one form or another 
aspects of sexual and reproductive health In 
essence, sexual and reproductive health and 
rights are not new sets of right rather they 
are rights already recognised in human rights 
instruments (Paragraph 7.3 of the International 
Conference on Population and Development 
(ICPD) Programme of Action), which states 
are expected to respect, protect, promote and 
fulfil.

National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) 
call play an important role in advancing 
SRHR at the national level by exercising their 
promotional and protective mandate towards 
sexual and reproductive rights.

The colloquium consisted of 30 participants 
representing personnel of NHRIs from Namibia, 
South Africa, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Kenya, Uganda 
and Tanzania as well as civil society
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